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TO  THE 
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OF  THE 

PONTEFRACT  UNION. 

- - 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  the  year  1898.  I  may  say  that,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  health 
of  the  district  has  been  fairly  good,  although  the  number  of  deaths  has 
been  slightly  in  excess  of  those  of  the  year  before,  and  the  general  average 
rather  higher. 

Owing  principally  to  the  coal  strike,  which  caused  a  great  number  of 
houses  to  be  empty  at  Ferryfrystone,  and  also  affected,  to  some  extent, 
Brotherton  and  Fairburn,  I  cannot  form  any  exact  estimate  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  district  for  the  year.  One  circumstance  worthy  of  notice  is  that 
Glasshoughton  contributes  one-fourth  of  the  Births  and  Deaths — of  the 
former  104  out  of  427,  and  of  the  latter  52  out  of  207,  but  in  addition  to 
this,  it  is  responsible  for  the  Deaths  of  one-third  of  the  Children  under  one 
year  of  age  :  i.e.,  28  out  of  70,  and  one-third  of  these  from  one  to  five 
years  of  age — 10  out  of  82.  This  is  a  very  undue  proportion,  and  brings 
the  Infantile  Death  Rate  of  the  Township  to  221  per  1,000  Births,  which  is 
excessively  high,  the  Infantile  Death  Rate  of  the  whole  district  being  1G0 
per  1,000  Births. 

I  have  on  more  than  one  occasion  compared  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates 
of  the  four  Townships  of  Broffierton,  Fairburn,  Ferryfrystone,  and  Glass¬ 
houghton,  with  those  of  the  rest  of  the  district,  but  am  unable  to  do  so 
now,  as  I  am  not  supplied  by  the  Registrar  with  particulars  of  the  Births  in 
each  Township  in  the  Knottingley  Rural  Registration  District.  The  four 
Townships  contribute  119  out  of  the  total  of  207  Deaths — 48  under  one 
year  of  age  out  of  70,  and  19  from  one  to  five  out  of  32. 

Of  the  23  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  in  Glasshoughton,  4  were  from 
diarrhoea,  2  from  gastro-enteritis,  6  from  feeble  vitality,  3  from  convulsions, 
2  from  marasmus,  2  from  meningitis,  2  from  broncho-pneumonia,  1  from 
malformation  of  heart  (one  day  old),  and  1  from  congestion  of  the  brain  (2 
days  old).  None  of  the  deaths  under  five  were  ascribed  to  any  tubercular 
affection.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and 
gastro-enteritis  were  due  to  improper  feeding,  and  I  have  no  evidence  to 
show  that  milk  could  be  blamed  for  any  of  them.  There  were  207  deaths 
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in  the  district,  and  in  addition  5  at  the  Workhouse  and  2  at  Wadsley. 
Owing  to  the  strike  mentioned,  I  do  not  think  the  population  would  be  any 
greater  than  during  the  previous  year,  i.e.,  11,900,  which  would  give  a  Death 
Rate  of  18  per  1,000  living,  and  a  Birth  Rate  (there  having  been  427  births) 
of  86  per  1,000  living. 

There  were  17  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases,  of  which  12  were  from 
diarrhoea,  mostly  infants.  There  were  2  from  diphtheria — one  at  Whitley, 
the  disease  having  been  contracted  at  Leeds,  and  one  at  Glasshoughton ;  1 
from  typhoid  fever  at  Fairburn  ;  1  from  erysipelas  at  Glasshoughton,  and  1 
from  whooping  cough  at  Ferryfrystone.  There  was  no  death  in  the  district 
from  either  scarlet  fever  or  measles.  These  give  a  Death  Rate  of  1*4  per 
1,000  from  zymotic  disease,  or,  eliminating  the  diarrhoea  cases,  of  0-4  per 
1,000.  Accidents  caused  11  deaths— 1  from  bums,  1  choked,  8  drowned  (of 
which  two  were  brothers  from  Castleford),  and  1  killed.  There  were  10 
deaths  from  phthisis,  44  from  other  lung  affections,  16  from  heart  disease, 
and  the  rest  from  various  causes.  There  have  been  88  cases  of  zymotic 
disease  notified  during  the  year,  at  a  cost  of  £4  ;  smallpox  1,  scarlet  fever 
22,  diphtheria  8,  typhoid  fever  7,  erysipelas  8.  The  case  of  smallpox  was  at 
Carleton,  and  as  there  were  some  cases  of  chicken-pox  in  the  village  at  the 
time,  it  presented  some  little  difficulty.  I  saw  it  with  Dr.  Orford,  and  after 
careful  investigation  we  both  agreed  that  it  was  a  mild  case  of  smallpox. 
The  patient  had  been  in  Leeds  amongst  a  great  concourse  of  people,  and  the 
symptoms  appeared  a  few  days  after.  As  she  had  had  charge  of  and  mixed 
with  several  children,  all  the  inmates  of  the  house  were  re-vaccinated,  and 
other  necessary  precautions  taken,  with  the  result  that  there  was  no  further 
spread  of  the  disease.  Of  the  22  cases  of  scarlet  fever  8  were  at  Beal  (2  in 
one  house),  1  at  Fairburn,  4  at  Ferryfrystone  (3  in  one  house),  4  at  Carleton 
(all  in  one  house \  1  at  Darrington,  2  at  Womersley,  and  7  at  Glasshoughton 
(3  in  one  house).  Of  the  7  cases  at  Glasshoughton,  1  was  in  January,  1  in 
April,  3  in  July  (in  one  house),  1  in  August,  and  1  in  October.  Although 
unable  to  trace  the  origin  of  any  of  the  separate  cases,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  early  notification  and  the  precautions  taken  prevented  any  actual  spread 
of  the  disease,  except  in  the  case  where  members  of  the  same  house  were 
affected,  and  some  of  these  might  have  been  prevented  if  the  first  cases 
could  have  been  removed  to  hospital.  There  was  no  death  from  the  disease 
£>f  diphtheria*.  2  cases  were  at  Whitley.  The  firs!  had  been  in  Leeds  from 
the  12th  to  the  17th  of  November,  began  to  be  ill  on  the  21st,  had  been 
staying  at  a  house  where  there  had  been  a  case  of  diphtheria  ;  the  mother 
had  also  a  sore  throat  ;  the  child  died.  The  other  case  had  also  been  staying 
in  Leeds.  The  third  case,  at  Glasshoughton,  15  months  old,  was  also  fatal. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

One  case  at  Brotherton,  in  January,  in  the  same  home  where  there 
were  three  cases  in  September,  1896  (had  used  cut  water),  and  one  case  in 
November,  who  had  been  working  at  Hickleton,  and  had  not  been  well  for 
some  time.  He  came  to  Brotherton  on  the  22nd  October,  and  on  the  30th 
was  pronounced  to  be  suffering  from  typhoid  fever.  There  was  one  case  at 
Fairburn  in  May,  for  which  no  special  cause  could  be  assigned,  and  which 
ended  fatally.  A  second  case  occurred  in  December.  The  case  at  Heck  was 
a  boy  who  attended  school  at  York,  and  commenced  to  be  sick  after  he 
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returned  from  school.  The  surroundings  at  home  were  in  good  sanitary 
condition.  There  was  1  case  at  Ferryfrystone  and  1  at  Womersley,  for  which 
no  special  reason  could  be  assigned.  There  were  3  cases  of  erysipelas — 1 
at  Glasshoughton,  which  ended  fatally,  and  2  at  Monkfrystone. 

There  were,  or  at  least  I  heard  of,  20  cases  of  measles  at  Brotherton, 
spread  over  some  time,  but  there  was  a  more  serious  outbreak  at  Darrington 
in  December,  of  which  I  presented  a  report,  in  which  I  again  drew  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  necessity  for  the  earliest  information  from  school  authorities  of 
the  first  cases.  There  was  no  death  from  measles  during  the  year.  There 
was  an  outbreak  of  chicken-pox  at  Ferryfrystone,  of  which  1  also  sent  a 
special  report. 

As  many  Sanitary  Improvements  are  in  hand,  viz.,  Drainage  Schemes 
at  Darrington,  Carleton,  and  Glasshoughton,  which  only  require  the  neces¬ 
sary  connections  for  their  completion  ;  and  the  new  Isolation  Hospital  will 
soon  be  available  for  necessary  cases,  the  Authority  must  be  credited  with 
trying  to  improve  the  health  of  the  district  in  the  future. 


The  Drainage  question  at  Brotherton  and  Ferrybridge  will  have  to  be 
faced,  and  probably  the  favourable  results  of  the  experiment  of  treating 
sewage  by  the  Bacteriological  system,  at  Leeds  and  Manchester,  will  make  it 
easier  to  deal  with  it. 

The  Water  Supplies  in  Fairburn,  Brotherton,  and  Ferryfrystone,  are  not 
very  satisfactory,  and  the  following  is  the  result  of  the  analysis  of  the 
samples  sent  to  Dr.  Kaye,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  West  Biding 
County  Council : — 

From  Fairburn. 

Town’s  Cistern  ...  ...  ...  Passable. 

Bay  Horse  Well  ...  ...  ...  Condemned. 

School  House  Cistern  ...  ...  Polluted  Bain  Water. 


Brotherton. 

Public  Well,  High  Street 
Public  New  Well,  nr.  Hall  ... 

Public  Deep  Well,  nr.  Punch  Bowl  ... 


Condemned. 

Condemned. 

Passable. 


Ferrybridge. 

Public  Well,  Doncaster  Boad 
Private  Well,  Fishergate 
Private  Well,  Vicarage 


Condemned. 

Suspicious. 

Condemned. 


The  new  Vaccination  Act  is  now  on  its  trial,  and  I  hope  in  this  district 
will  prove  satisfactory.  I  have  not  heard  of  many  Conscientious  Objectors, 
and  those  have  been  people  from  other  districts,  where  facilities  for  getting- 
certificates  are  easier  than  here.  There  used  to  be  an  old  saying  that  you 
could  always  drive  a  coach  and  four  through  an  Act  of  Parliament,  but  they 
had  toll  bars  in  those  days.  In  some  districts  these  have  been  removed  as 
far  as  vaccination  is  concerned,  thus  preparing  the  way  for  disfigurement, 
blindness,  and  death  for  an  innocent  coming  generation,  for  which  a  weak 
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Act  and  ignorant  parents  must  be  held  responsible.  Most  public  vaccinators 
have  an  objection  to  visit  the  houses  of  patients  of  other  medical  men,  but 
this  can  be  avoided,  and  probably  some  friction  saved,  by  private  prac¬ 
titioners  vaccinating  their  own  cases  before  the  limit  of  age  (4  months)  is 
reached,  and  forwarding  the  certificates  to  the  Vaccination  Officer.  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  report  on  the  efficacy  of  the  calf  lymph  supplied  by  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

There  is  now  a  great  movement  to  try  to  check  and  prevent  the  spread 
of  phthisis,  and  no  doubt  much  can  be  done  by  the  public  adopting  reason¬ 
able  precautions,  more  especially,  better  ventilation  in  bedrooms  and  fewer 
blocked-up  chimneys.  As  regards  the  Milk  Scare  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
think  that  it  has  been  carried  to  an  extreme,  for,  if  thoroughly  boiled,  milk 
is  rendered  practically  innocuous,  and  if  the  balance  were  drawn  between  the 
number  of  children  killed  by  milk  and  the  number  by  very  bad  substitutes 
for  it,  I  think  it  would  be  much  in  favour  of  the  former.  The  Dairies,  Cow 
Sheds,  and  Milk  Shops  (27  in  number)  in  the  district  have  been  regularly 
visited,  and  are  pronounced  by  the  Inspector  to  be  in  good  condition.  He 
also  makes  regular  enquiries  as  to  the  health  of  the  cows,  and  recommends 
personal  cleanliness  and  all  precautions  to  be  adopted  by  the  milkers. 

Much  improvement  might  be  made  in  the  Scavenging  Department  if 
the  various  Parish  Councils  would  take  it  seriously  in  hand  ;  and  it  is  no 
uncommon  occurrence  for  liquid  manure  to  run  from  farm  yards  into  the 
village  streets. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  yet  to  provide  Nurses  for  Ferry  fry  stone,  or 
rather  New  Frystone,  and  Glasshoughton,  although  such  provision  is 
urgently  required,  and  would  no  doubt  be  much  appreciated.  A  gool  nurse 
acts  as  a  general  adviser  and  teacher  to  such  communities,  and  might  be  ihe 
means  of  helping  to  save  some  of  the  infants  who  die  in  such  excessive 
numbers. 

I  enclose  copies  of  Tables  A,  B,  and  C,  and  also  the  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tor’s  Report  of  Work  done  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  PERCSVAL , 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

9th  March,  1899. 
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M.  11.  Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of 
Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1898,  in  the  PONTEFRACT  RURAL 
SANITARY  DISTRICT,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and 
Localities. 


Names  of  Locali¬ 
ties  adopted  for 

Population 
at  all  ages. 

1 

i 

Aged 

''lew  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  locality  coni¬ 
ng  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

xi 

©  . 

5-1  W 

CO 

FEVERS. 

the  purpose  of 
these  Statistics. 

Public  Institutions 
beiug  shown  as 
separate  localities. 

- 

o 

under  5 

or 

over  5. 

Scarlatina. 

3 

Last  Census 
1891. 

Estimated  t 
middle  of 

1898. 

£  A 

M  -g 

r*H 

CD  PQ 

Smallpox. 

G 

CD 

r~j 

9-3 

x! 

P-i 

rH 

A 

Membrane 

Croup. 

Typhus. 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid. 

Continued. 

Relapsing. 

Puerperal. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas 

Measles. 

A 

ri 

CD 

O 

A 

O 

Sub-Registration 
District  of 

Knottingley. 

Beal 

398 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 
Under  5 

Ft  unwds 

3 

Ri  rki n 

158 

Rrnth  Arfrm 

1308 

Under  5 

Ft  unwrls 

10 

2 

8 

Burton  Salmon  . . 

268 

Under  5 
Ft  unwds 

Byram-cum-Poole . 

62 

Under  5 

Ft  unwds 

Cridling  Stubbs  . . 

210 

Under  5 
5  irnwrls 

TPn.i  rhnrn 

647 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 
Under  5 
5  upwds. 
Under  5 

Ft  upwds 

1 

2 

TriArrvfrst.nU  A 

1880 

1 

2 

3 

1 

10 

Monkfrystone  .... 

500 

2 

Sutton 

43 

Under  Ft 

Ft  unwds 

Sub-Registration 
District  of 
Whitley. 

Ralne 

237 

Under  5 
5  unwds 

337 

7 

Under  5 

Ft  unwds 

Tf'.croTinrnrio'ti 

325 

10 

Under  F 

-A-Joouul-uuo11  •••••• 

Ft  unwds 

Heck 

197 

4 

Under  5 

Ft  unwds 

1 

Hen  sail 

305 

7 

Under  5 

Ft  unwds 

TT  a1  1  i  n  of.nn 

317 

7 

Under  5 
Ft  unwds 

rit.n.nl  Aton 

100 

3 

Under  5 
5  n  nwrl  s 

Whitl  PV 

407 

13 

Under  5 

1 

Ft  unwds. 

1 

WnrriArtilAV 

342 

10 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 
Under  5 
5  upwds. 
Under  5 
5  upwds. 
Under  5 
5  upwds. 
Under  5 

Ft  unwds 

2 

1 

Registration 
District  of 

Ca.rl  of  on 

61 

317 

7 

1 

4 

525 

14 

14 

32 

East  Hardwick  . . 

193 

4 

Sub-Registration 
District  of 
Glasshoughton  . . 

25 

Under  5 
5  upwds. 
Under  5 
5  upwds. 

1477 

104 

4 

1 

3 

1 

Total  ^ 

10650 

11900 

427 

Under  5 

5 

2 

24 

2 

5  upwds. 

1 

17 

1 

7 

3 

40 

10 
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TABLE  C.,  1898. 

Pontefract  Rural  Sanitary  Authority. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH— THOMAS  PERCIYAL. 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR— WILLIAM  SHUTTLEWORTH. 


WATER  SUPPLY — Quality  varied.  Action  on  Lead — Occasionally  by  soft  water. 

Any  extension  or  change  during  1898  ?  Seven  New  Wells. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ?  Fairburn  and  Brotherton. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL— 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1898.  The  Schemes  at  Glasshoughton, 
Darrington,  and  Fairburn,  will  soon  be  completed. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ?  Sewers  for  Burton  Salmon,  Ferrybridge,  and 
Brotherton  in  hand. 

SCAVENGING — Are  the  Privy-middens,  &c.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary  Staff,  by  Contrac¬ 
tors,  or  by  Owners  and  Tenants  ?  By  Owners  and  Tenants,  except  at 
Ferryfrystone,  which  is  done  by  Contract — £88. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS— 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890.  None. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  None. 

What  was  the  amount  paid  to  Practitioners  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Noti¬ 
fication)  Act  during  1898  ?  £4. 

BY-LAWS — Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1898  ?  None. 

REGULATED  BUILDINGS,  TRADES,  &c.— 

Common  Lodging  Houses — 1;  60  inspect:ons  ;  general  condition  good. 

CanU  Boats — 68  inspections  ;  condition  good. 

Slaughter  Houses — 17  ;  60  inspections  ;  condition  good. 

Bakehouses — 1  ;  5  inspections  ;  condition  good. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops — 28  ;  147  inspections  ;  no  complaints  made. 
Offensive  Trades— None. 

Isolation  Hospital — Nearly  completed. 

Compensation  paid  for  Infected  Articles  destroyed  during  1898 — £1  19s.  6d. 

DWELLINGS— Number  of  Houses  bui  t  during  1898,  26;  general  character — good 

cottages  and  shops. 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ?  None. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses?  None. 

Any  overcrowding  of  houses  on  area?  None. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890  ?  No. 

METEOROLOGY — Mean  Temperature  for  year  1898 — No  observations.  Rainfall — No 
observations. 

GEOLOGY — Nature  of  Soil  varied  ;  Lime  and  Gravel.  Subsoil — Sand  and  Alluvial. 

MISCELLANEOUS — Is  House-to-house  Inspection  systematically  made  ?  Yes— 517 
inspected. 

Total  number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1897,  8  ;  at  close  of  1898,  none  ; 

Reported  during  1898,  443 ;  Abated  during  1898,  443. 

Total  number  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings— None. 

Number  of  Sink  Wastes  disconnected  during  1898—  20. 

,,  ,,  trapped  ,,  —20. 

Number  of  Closets  constructed  during  1898  — 25.  Kinds — Earth  Closets 

and  Dry  Ash  Pits. 

Any  Diseases  peculiarly  endemic  in  the  district?  None. 
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Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  of  all  kinds  during  1898  ? 
Nothing  special. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from  Tabes  Mesenterica  ?  No. 
Vaccination — General  efficiency  fairly  good,  and  new  Act  promising  to  work 
fairly  well. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  -following 
matters  ? 

Seizure  of  Unsound  Food — None.  Prosecutions — None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act — None.  Prosecutions — None. 

River  Pollution — Although  River  is  polluted,  it  suffers  very  little  damage  in 
this  district. 

Smoke  Abatement — None.  No.  of  Observations  taken — None. 

Inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops — 13. 

Schools — No.  in  District — 14.  No.  closed  on  account  of  outbreaks  of  disease — 
one  for  measles.  Total  duration  of  closure  from  this  cause— 6th  December, 
1898,  to  January  2,  1899. 

Burial  Grounds— No.  in  District — 12.  Any  need  for  extension  ?  No. 

BIRTHS — Males,  229  ;  Females,  198.  Total,  427. 

Number  illegitimate,  included  in  the  above — None. 

Any  information  as  to  Still  Births?  None. 

DEATHS— Males,  118 ;  Females,  89.  Total,  207. 

Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above — None. 

RATEABLE  VALUE  as  stated  in  Valuation  List,  £7,100. 

Sanitary  Requirements  of  District,  and  Suggestions  of 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  i — 

The  completion  of  the  various  Drainage  Schemes,  Improved  Supplies  of  Water, 
greater  attention  to  the  Scavenging,  and  more  intelligent  Co-operation  on  the  part  of 
the  general  public. 
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SHUTTLE  WORTH,  Sanitary  Inspector, 


